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CONSTITUTION: 


ARTICLE 1. 


DECLARATION OF RIGHTS, 

That the general, great and essential principles of 
tiberty and free goverment, may be recognized and es 
tablished— We declare: 

Sec. 1. That all freemen, when they form a social 
compact, areequal in rights; and that no man or set of 
men are intitled to exclusive, seperate public emolu- 
ments or privileges, from the community, but in consid- 
eration of public servicess 

Sec. 2. That all political power is inherent in the 
people, and all free goverments are founded -on their 
authority, and instituted for their benefit; and there- 
fore they have at all times an unalienable and indefea- 
sible right to alter or abolish their form of goverment, 
insuch manner as they may think expedient. 

Sec. 3. The exercise and enjoyment of religious 
profession and worship, without discrimination, shall 
forever be free to all persons in this state: Provided, 
that the right herely declared and established, shall 
not be so construed as to excuse acts of licentiousness, 
or justify practicesinconsistent with the peace and safe- 
ty of the state. 

Sec. 4. Nopreference shall ever be given by law 
to any religious sect,or mode of worship. 

Sec. 5. That no person shall be molested for his 
opinions on any subject whatever, nor suffer any ci- 
vil or political incapacity, or acquire any civil or po- 
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litical advantage, in consequence of such opinions, ex- 
ceptin cases provided for in this Constitution, 

Sec. G. Every citizen may freely speak, write and 
ublish, his sertiments on all subjects, being responsi- 
le for the abuse of that liberty. 

Sec. 7 No law shall ever be passed to curtail or re- 

strain the liberty of speech, or of the press. 

Sec. œ Inall prosecutions or indictments for li- 
beh, the truth may be given in evidence sand ifit shall 
appear to the jury, that the matter charged as libel- 
lous is true, and was published with good motives, and 
for justifiable ends, the party shall he acquitted, and the 
jary shall have the right to determine the law and 
the facts. i 

Ses 9 Taat the people shall be secure in their 
ersons, houses, papers and posessions, from unreasona- 
le seizures and searches; and that no warrant te 

searchany place, or toseize any person or things shall is- 
sue without describing the place to be searched, and 
the person or thing to he seized, as nearly as may he, 
nor without probable cause supported by oath or affir- 
mation. 

Sec. 10. That in all criminal prosecutions, the ac- 
cused hath a right to be heard by himself, or counsel, 
or both; to demand the nature and cause of the accu- 
sation, to be confronted hy the witnesses against him, 
to have compulsory process for obtaining witnesses in 
his favor; and in all prosecutions by indictment or in- 
formation, a speedy public trial by an impartial jury 
of the county where the offerce was committed: that 
he cannot be compelled to give evidence against him- 
self; nor can he he deprived of his life, liber y or pro- 
perty, but by due course of law. 

Sec. 1}. No person shall be accused, arrested, or 
detained, except in cases ascertained, by law and, ac- 
cording to the form which the same has prescribed; 
and no person shall be punished but in virtue of a law 
established and promulgated prior to the offence, and 
legally applied. 

Ser. 12. That no person shall, for any indictable 
offence, be proceded against criminally by informa- 
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: tion, exceptin cases arising in the land or naval forces, 


or in the militia when in actual service, or by leave of - 


the court, for misdemeanor in office. . 


See. 13. No person shall, for the same ; offence, be: 


twice pul injeopardy of life or limb; nor shall an per- 

sovs property be taken or applied to public use, -with- 
out the consent of the legislature and without just com- 
pensation bring first made therefor. 

Sec. 14. That all courts shall be open, and every 
person, for an injury done him in his lands, goods, per- 
son or reputation, shall have remedy by: due course of 
law, and right and justice administered without sale, 
denial or di lay 

Sec. 15. That no power of suspending laws shall be 
exercised, except by the legislature, or its authority. 

Sce, 1C. That excessive bail shall not be required, nor 
excessive fines imposed, norcruel punishments inflicted. 

Sec. 17. That all prisoners shall, before conviction, 
be baliahle by sufficient securities, except for cap- 
ital offences, when the proof is evidentor the presump- 
tion great; and the privilege of the writ of habeas cor- 
pus shall not be suspended, unless, when in in case of 
rebellion or invasion, the public safety may. require it. 

Sec. 18, That the person of a debtor, where there 
is not strong presumption of fraud, shall not be de- 
taiued in prison, after delivering up his estate for the 
bereft’ of his creditors,in such manner as shall be pre- 
scribed by law. 

Sec. 19. No conviction for any offence shall work 
corruntion of blood or forfeiture of estate; the legisla- 
ture shall pass no bill of attainder, ex-post facto law; 
or law imparing the obligation of contracts, 

Sec. 2). No property qualification for elegibi! ity:to 
office, or for the right of suffrage, shall ever be required 
by law in this state. 

Sec. 21. That the estates of suicides shall descend 
or.vest as in cases. of natural death; and if any person 
shall be killed by. casualty; thereshall be no foriene 
by reason thereof. <% z ‘ 

Sec. 2. That the citizens have.a right, i ina peace- 
able manner, to assemble together for their common 
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good, and to apply to those invested with the powerey 
of goverment, for redress of grievances, or other proper 
purpose, by petition, address or remonstrance. 

Sec. 23. Every citizen has a right to bear arms in 
defence of himself and of the state. 

Sec. 24. No standing army shall be kept up with- 
out the consent of the levislature; and the military si H, 
in all cases, and at all times, be in strict subordination 
to tLe civil power. 

Sec. 25. That no soldier shall, in time of peace, be 
quartered in any house, without the consent of the ow- 
ner, nor in time of war, but in a manner to be preserib- 
ed! y law. 

Sec. 26 That no hereditary emoluments, privilezes 
or honor shallever be granted or conferred in this state 

Sec. 27. migration from this state shall not be pro- 
hibited; nor shall any free white citizen of this state be 
exil-d under any pretence whatever. 

Sec. 28. The right of trial by jury shall remain in- 
violate. 

Sec. 29. Ne person shall be debarred from prosecu- 
ting or defending any civil cause, for or against him 
or herself, before any tribunal in this state, by him or 
herself, or counsel, or both. 

Sec. 30. No per-on shall ever be appointed or elec- 
ed to any office in this state, for lifeor during good he- 
haviour; but the tenure of all offices shall be for some 
limited period of time, if the person appointed or elec- 
ted thereto shall so long behave well. 

CONCLUSION. 

To guard against transgressions of the high power 
herein delegated, We Deciare, that every thing in 
this article is excepted out of the general powers of 

overnment, and shall forever remain inviolate, and 
at all laws contrary thereto, or to the following pro- 
vission shall be void. 
ARTICLE II. 
DISTRIBUTION OF POWERS. 

Sec. 1. The pr of the government of the State 
of Mississippi shall be divided into three distinct de- 
partments, and each ef them confined te a seperate 
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body of Magistracy; to wit: those which are legislative - 


to one, those which are executive to another,and those 
which are judicial to another. 

Sec. 2, Noperson or collection of persons, being of 
one: of those departments, shall exercise. any power pro- 
perly belonging to either of the others, except in the 
instances herein after expressly directed-or permitted. 

ARTICLE M. 
LEGISLATIVE DEPARTMENT. 

Sec. 1. Every free white male person of the age of 
. twenty-one years or upwards, who shall be a citizen 
of te United States, andshallhave resided in this state 
one year next preceding an election, and the last four 
months within the county, city or town in which he of 
fers to vote, shall he deemed a qualified elector; and 
any such qualified elector who may happen to be in 
any county, city or town, other than that of his resi- 
de:.ce, at the time of an election, or who shall have re- 
moved to any county, vy or town within four months 
preva tie election, from any county, cily or town, 
in which he would have been a qualified elector, had 
he not have so removed, may vote for any state or 
district officer, or member of congress, for whom he 
could have voted in the county: of his residence, or the 
county, city or town from which he may have so re- 
moved. 

Src. 2. Electors shall in all cases, except in those of 
treason, felony or breach of the peace, be privileged 
from arrest during their attendance at elections, ard 
in going to and returning from thesame. 

Sec. 3. The first election shall be by ballot, and‘all fu- 
ture elections by the people shall be regulated by-law. 

Sec. 4. The legislative power of this state shall be 
vested in two distinct branches: the one to be styled 
“the Senate,” and the other “the House of Represeén- 
tatives,” and both together “the Legislature of the 
State of Mississippi.” And the style of their laws 
shall be “Be it enacted by the Legislature of-the State of 
Misstssipm.” po PRONE a 

Sec. 5. The members of the House. of Répiresénta- 
tives shall-be chosen by the qualified. electors; aid shall 
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serve for the term of two years from the day of the 
commencement of the gencral electiv ard nolo yer. 
Sec. € The representatives shall be chose. every 
two years, on the irst Monday and the day following 
in November. . 
Sec. 7. No person shall bea representative unless he 
be a cilizen of the United States, and shall tave teen 
anivhabitant of this state two years next preceediig 
his election, and the last year thereofa resident of the 
county, city or town for which he slali be chosen, and 
shall kave attained to theage of twenti-ore years. 
Sec. 8 Elections for representative: lor the sever- 
al counties st.dlbe held at the places of helding their 
respective couris orin the several clection districts in- 
to which the county may be divided; Provided, that 
When it shall appear to the legislature, that any city 
or town hath a rumber of free whitei habitants equal 
to tLe ratio then { xed, such city or flown shall have a 
scparate representation, accordi g to the number of 
free white inhabitants U erein, which stall he retained 
go loi g assuch city or town shall contain a numer of 
free while inhabitant , equal to the existi g ratio, ad 
thereafter and durirg the existence of tue right of sep- 
arate representation in such city or town, cleciions for 
the courty in which such ¢ vor tow: eatide ' to a se 
arate representation is situated, shall not be held jn 
such a city or town: And provided, tl atifthe residuum 
or fraction of avy city or town, entitled to separate 
representation, shall when added to the residuum in 
the county in which it ma: lie, be equal to the ratio 
fixed by law, for one representative, then the afore- 
said county, city or town,having the largest residuum, 
shall be entitled to such representation: And provi- 
ded also, that when there are two or more cou..ties ad- 
joining, which have residuums over and above the ra- 
tio then fixed by law, if said residuums, when added 
together, will amount to such ratio, i+ that case one re- 
resentative shall be added to that county having the 
pee residuum. i 
Sec 9. The legislature shall, at their first session, 
and at periods ofuotless than every four nor more 
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than every six years, until the year eighteen hundred 
and forty-five, and thereafter at periods of not less than 
every four nor more than every eight years, causé an 
enumeration to be made of all the free white inhabit 
ants of thig state, and the whole number of representa- 
tives shall at the several periods of making such enu- 
meration, be fixed by the legislature, and apportioned 
among the several counties, cities or towns, entitled, 
to separate representation, according to the number 
of free white inhabitants in each, and shall not be less 
than thirty-six, nor more than one hundred: Provided, 
however, that eath county shall always be entitled to 
at least one representative. ry 
Sec. 10. The whole number of senators shall, at the 
several periods of making the enumeration before men- 
tioned, be fixed by the General Assembly, and propor: 
tioned among the several districts to be established by 
law, according to the number of free white taxable in- 
habitants, in each, and shall never bè less than one- 
fourth, nor more than one-third, of the whole numbep 
of representatives, a 
Sec. 11. The senators shall be chosen by. the quali- 
fied electors for four years,and on their being éonven 
ed in consequence of the first election they shall be di- 
vided by lot, from their respective districts into’ two 
clases as nearly equal as can be, and the seat of thé 
Senator ofthe first class shall be vacated at the expi- 
ration of the second year. ` 
Sec. 12. Such mode of classifying new additional 
Senators shall be observed, as will as‘nearly as posi- 
ble preserve an equality of numbers in each class: 
Sece 13. When a senatorial district shall be com- 
posed of two or more counties, it shall not be entirely 
separated by any county belonging to another district; 
and no county shall be divided in forming a district 
Sec. 14 No person shall be a Senator unless he be 
a citizen of the United States and shall have been an 
inhabitant of the state four years next preceding his 
election, and the Jast year thereof a resident of the 
district for which lie shall be chosen, and have attained 
to the age thirty years. rae 
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Sec. 15. The house of representatives when assen- 
Lled, shall chose a speaker and its other officers, and 
the Senate shall chose a president and its officers, and 
cach house shall judge of the qualifications and elec- 
lions of its own members, but a contested election shall 
be determined in such manner as shall be directed by 
law. A majority ofeach house shall constitute a quo- 
rum to do business, but a smaller number may adjourn 
from day to day, and may compel the attendance of 
absent members, in such manner and under such pen- 
ulties as each house may provide. 

Sec. 16. Each house may determine the rules of its 
ewn procedings, punish members for disorderly beha- 
vicur and with the consent of two-thirds, expel a mem- 
ber; but not a second time for the same cause; and 
shall have all other power necessary for a branch of 
the legislature of a free and independent State. 


Sec. 17, Each house shall keepa Journal of ite 
procedings, and publish the same, and the yeas and 
nays of the members of either house, or any question, 
shall at the desire ofany three membeis present, be en- 
tered on the journal. 

Sec. 18. When vacancies happenin either house, 
the governor, or the person exercising the powers, of 
the governor, shall issue writs of election to fillsuch va- 
cancies. 


Sec. 19. Senators and representatives shall in all 
cases, except of treason, felory, or breach of the peace, 
be privileged from arrest during the session of the Le- 
gislature, and in going to and returning from the same 
allowing one diy for every twenty milessuch member 
anay reside from the place at which the Legislature is 
convened. 

Sec. 2, Each house may punish, by imprisonment, 
durir g the session, ary person not a member, for disres+ 
pectful or disorderly behaviour in its presence, or for 
obstructing any of its proceedings: provided, such im- 
prisonment shall not, at any onetime, exceed forty- 
¿igbi hours. 

Sec, 21. The doors of cach house swill be open, 
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except on such occassionsof great emergency, in 
opinion of the house, miy require secrecy. — 

Sec. 22, Neither house shall, with ut the consent t 
the other, ac Hien rn for more tha Shree, days, nor to ae 
other place than that in whigh*th ey may he sittirig, 

Sec. 23. Bills may originat@ip either hes and he’ . 
amended, altered rejected byt other, bug cf 1a ue 
have the force of a law, unti vollithiteedeve ye 
be read in each house, and free,discussio : 
thereon, unless four fifth: a y 
bill shall he pending, may beem iť 
TP with this rale and every bill fiai 

ouses, shall be signed by the ee and: 
of their respective “houses. 

Src. 24. All bills for raising revenue shall originate: 
in the house of representatives, but the senate’ may 
amend or reject them as other bills. 

Sec. 25. Each member of the Legii ature shall rer 
ceive from the public treasury, a compensation for his 
services, which may be increased or diminished by: 
law; hut no increase of compensation shall. take efféct 
during the session at which such increase shall have 
bcen made, 

Sec. 26. No Senator or representative shall during’ 
the term of which he shall have been elected, nor for 
one year thereafter, he appointed to any civil “office of 
profit under this State, which shall have been created, 
or the emoluments of which have beenincreased dur- 
ing such term except such offices as may be filled by 
elections by the people, and no member of either house 
of the Legislature-shall after ‘the commencement of the 
first session of the I egislature after his electign,and dur. E 
ingthe remainderof the ermfor which heis electéd, be 
eligible to any’office or place the appointment to which 
may be made in whole orir part by either branch of 
the Legislature, ' es 

Sec. 27. No jadge ofany courtoflaw orequity, secre- 
tary of'state, attorney general, clerk.of any court of re- 
cord, sheriffor collector, or any person holding a lucra-: 
tive office ander the United States.or. this State, shall | 
be eligible to the Legislature: Provided, That offices int 
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the militia, to which there is attached no annual salary, i 
andthe office of justiceof tle pe ce. shall not be deems 
- ëd lucrative. 
z. * Sec. 28, Noperson who hath heretofore heen or here- 
i after may beya collectée or holder of public moneys, 
a? shill save asa! ineither house of tue Legislature, 
aa uvik such per on ai have accounted for, and 


¢ + į paid intd the treasury, all sums ior which he may be 


z. * raccomuables . 
DOOP D, i firstdlection forsenators and represen» 
o» v tatiyesshallbe genéral throughout the stateand shall be 
“bettie Mona aud a followingin November 
PR Wee oy ve eB E eo s . . URTA: . 
AO; ahd thereatter, there shall siennial elections tor 
senators to fill tne places of those whose term of service 
may have expired. 

Sec. 30. The first and all future sessions of the Le 
gislature shall be held in the town of Jackson, in the 
county of Hindgjeu til the year 1800. During the first 
session thereafter, the Legislature shall have power tg 
designate by law the permament seat of Goverment: 
Proci tet hqyyvvery That unless such designation be then 
made hy law, the ș at of Gov roument shall continue 
permanently at the town of Jackson. The first scs- 
sion shall Commence on the third Monday in Ne 
vember, iu the year 1833. And in every two years 
thereaiter, at sucti,time as may be prescribed by law. 

Sec. 31. The Governor, Secretary of State, Treas- 
urer-\uditor of public Accounts a d Attorney Gene- 
ral, shall reside at the seat of Government, 

ARTICLE IV. 
Judicial Department. 

Sec. 1. The judicia] power of the state shall be 
vested in one hizh Court of Errors and Appeals and 
such other courts of law and equity as are hereafter 
provided for in this constitution, 

Sec. 2, The High Court of Errors and Appeals 
shall consist. of thrée judges, any two of whom shall 
form a quorum. TheJegislature shall divide the state 
into three districts, and the qualified electors of each 

' district shall elect one ,of said judges for the term of 


six years, 
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Sec, 8, The office of one of said judges shall be 
vacated in two years, and of one in four years, and of 
ene in six years: so ‘that at the expiration of every . 
two years one of said judges shall be elected as’ a- 
foresaid.- Coe p a 

See, 4: The High court of errors and appeals shall, 


+ 


have no jurisdiction but such ag properly belongs to a 
court of errors and appeals, - 3. Ce, 
Sec. D Allvacancies that many occur in said court, 
from death, resignation or removal, shall be filled, by 
election ag alore said: Provided, however, that if the 
uuexpired term do not exceed one year, the vacancy 
shall ve tilled by executive appointments - `. 7 7 
Sec. G. No person shail be elegible to the office of 
Juige ofthe HighCourt of Krrors and Appeals, who 
shall not have attained, at the time ofhis ckéction, the 
age of-thirly years a cr 
See. T- Thé High Court of rra uid Appeals 
shall be held twice in each, year; at such place’as the 
Legislatureshall direct, untill the year eighteen handred 
and thirty six, atid afterwards at the seat of Govern- 
-mentofthe States 0 
’ See, 8. The Secretary of State, on receiving all the, 
official returns ofthe first election, shall proceed, forth- 
with, in the presence and with the assistance of two’ - 
Justices of the Peace, to determine by lot among the . 
three candidates, having the highest numiber of votes; 
which of said Judges elect shall serve for the term of 
two years, and which shall serve for the ‘term of four 
years, and which shall serye for the term of six years; 
and having so determined the same it. shall be the 
duty of the goxernor to issue commissions accordingly. 
Sec. 9..No, Judge shall sit an the trial of any causé A 
. when the parties or ejther of them shali be catinected “7 
with him by affinity or consanguinity, or when he may = 
beinterested in thesame, except by consentof the Judge ` 
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anid of the, parties; and whenever a quoram of said ~ 


Courtare situated ag aforesaidy the Governor of the% 


State shall iu such case specially commission two :” 
or more men of law knowledge for the ‘détermination < 
theieoh o o ooa Ta 
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See. 10. The Judges of said Court'shall receivétr 
their setvices acompensition to be fixed by law, whith 
~ shall not be diminished during their continuance ‘in 
office. a i 
See. 11. The Judges of the Circuit Court. shall be 
clected by the « ualified electors of each judicial ‘dis. 
. trict, and hold their offices for the term of four years, 
and reside in their respective districts. 
Sec. 12. No person shall be eligible to the office 
of Judge of the Circuit Court, who shall not at the 
time of his election, have attained the age of twenty- 
six years. ad l T 
Sec. 13. The State shall be divided into convenient 
districts, and each district shall contain not less than” 
three nor more than twelve counties. | i ; 
Sec. 14. The Circuit Court shall have original juris-, 
diction in all $@tters, civil and criminal, within this , 


State; but in civil cases only when. the principal of thé 2) 


sum in.controversy exceeds- fifty dollars. : 
Sec. 15, A Circuit Court shall be held in each couny 
ty ofthis State, at least twice in each year;.and the 
judges of said courts shall interchange circuits with 
each other, iasuch manner as may be prcsribed by law, 
and shall receive for their services a compensation to 
be fixed by law, which, shall not be diminished during 
their « ontinuance in pflice, 
Sec. 16. A separate Superior court of Chancery 
shall be established, with full jurisdiction in‘ail mat- 
ters of equity: Provided, howecer, The Legislature 
may give to the Circuit courts of each county equity 
jurisdiction-in all cases where the value of the thing, 
* or amount in ‘controversy,’ does, hot exceed five. han: 
dred dollars; also, in ‘all cases. of: divorce, and ‘for the 
' foreclosure of:mortgages. ‘The chancellor shall. be 
. {léetéd by the qualified electors of theswhdle:State; 
“for the temmof six:years;and shall be at least thirty 
> . years oldbatthe time‘of his election.” > <- 12: 3 
‘Sec 7: Lhe style of all process shall be “The 
State. of Mississippi,” and all-.présecations: shall: be. 
- carried on in the name and,by the authority of #Ehe! 
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Miate-of Migsissippi,” and shall conclude “against the - 
peace And-dignity of samee? soe a a 
Sec. 18, A Gourt of- Probates ‘shall be. establishe 
cin each county of this State, with jurisdiction in 
dll matters testamentary and of administration in, or: - 
phans’ busiiess and the alotment of dower, in.cades of © 
idiocy and lunacy, and of persons non compos ientiss ` 
The judge of said court shall be elected by: the quale | 
ified electors of respective .counties, for the. term. of 
(Wo years cn! i l, Cog atak Ne a oe! 
Scc. 19. The Clerk of the High court-of Frrots 
ind Appeals siall. be appointed by. sald court forthe - _ || 
term of foir years, and, the‘clerks of tho Circuit, Próx | 
bate and other infcrior.courts; shalt be elected -by the; | 
qualified electors ofthe respective counties, and. shall 


j 


t d their offices: for the termof twa- yeärss ` ot 

wg Secs 20. The qualified electors of-each county, | 

~ shall eleet’five’ persotis for the teror of two years, who  -. 
shall. constitute a board of polive for each’ county, a - 
majority of whom‘thay transact business; which-body 
shall have full jurisdiction over roads; highways, fer- 
ries and bridges; andal other matters of county po- 
lice: and shall order-all county elections to fill vacan. ! 
cies that may odeutrin-the offices.of their-respective `> | 
countiés: The clerk of the Court-of. Probate shall be- 
the clerk of, the-Board of county-polides ayo v 

Sec. 21. -No person shall ‘he eligible as-a member, 
of said board, who shall not haye-residedone-yearin / | 
the county; but this-qualification shill not, extend ta -` 
such new countiés.as.may hereafter be established un- +- -| 
til one year after their organization; and-all vacancies 
that may occur in said igard shall be supplied by elec- 
tion as aforesaid to. fillthe unexpired term; 2 
Sees 22, The judges ofall the courts of this State, 
and also the membets.of the Board of county Police, | 
shallin virtue of their offices be conservators of the — | 
peace, and shall be by law vested with ample powers | 
inthis respect... 0 te) et Ot 
‘See. 23A “competent number of Justices of: the” 

Peace and constables‘shall be-cliosen in each égunty 
by the qualified.clectors thereofy by districts wha: ` 
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shall hold their offices for the term of two years: thé 
jurisdiction of Justices of the Peace shall be limited 


to causes in which thé principal of the amount in côn- ` 


troversy shall not exceed fifty dollars: in all caugés: 
tried by a Justice of the Peace, the right of appedl 
shall be secured under such rules and regulations’as 
shall be prescribed by law. tay 

Sec. 24. The Legislature may from time to timé 
establish such other inferior courts as may be deemed 
necessary, and abolish the game whenever they shall 
deem it expedient. 

Sec. 25. There shall be an attorney géneral elected 
by the qualified electors of the State; anda compe” 
tent number of district attorneys shall be elected by 
the qualified voters of their respective districts; ‘whose 
compensation and term of their service shal be pie 
scribed by law, nia 


v 


Sec. 26; The'Legislaturé shall provide by law for 


determining contested elections of júdges of the High 
Court of Errors and appeals, of the Circuit and Pro* 
bate courts, and other officers. a4 
Sec. 27; The judges of the séveral courts ‘of this 
State, for wilful neglect pf duty or other reasonable 
cause, shail be removed by the Governor on the ad- 


dress of two thirds of both Houses of the ‘Legislature; | 


the address to be by joint vote of both Houses: The 
cause or causes for which such removal shall be. re- 
quired, shall be stated -at length in such address, and 
on the journals of each House. The vote on such ad- 
dress shall be taken by yeas and nays, and, entered on 
the Journals of each Howse. 

Sec. 28. Judges of Probate, Clerks, Sheriffs, and 
other county officers, for wilful neglect of duty,;or 
misdemeanor in office, shall be liable to’ presentriént 
or indictment by a grand jury, and trial by a petit-juryy 
and upon conviction shall be removed fromfoffice.s !"’- 

ARTICLE V. ` ne rei 
EXECUTIVE DEPARTMENT, = Fn 

Sec. 1. The Chief FxecutivéPower-of this State 

ehall be vested in a Governorswbo shall hold his offidé 


‘for two years from,thetime of his.installdtion, ©"? Wb. 
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shall be. equal and. bighest-in: votes theh-ane-of theme, 
shall be chosen. Governor by: the: joint ballot of both, 
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journ them to such time as he shall think proper, not 
eyond the day of the next stated meeting of the Le- 
gislature. - - Eg | ' 

See. 8. He shall from time to time give to the Le 
gislature, information of the state of the government, 
and recommend to their consideration such measures 
ashe may deem necessary and expedient. -o 

Sec. 9. He shall take care that the laws be faith- 
fully executed. r. i Toa 

Sec. 10. In all crimmal and penal cases, except f 
those of treason and impeachment, he shall have pow». 
er to grant reprievcs and pardons, and remit fines, and 
ìn eases of forfeiture to stay the collection until the 
end of the next sesson of the Legislature, and to re- 
mit forfeitures by and with the advice and consent of 
the Senate, but may respite the sentence until the. 
cnd of the next session of the Legislature. 

Sec. 21. All-commissions shall be in the name and 
by theauthority of the State of Mississippi, be sealed’ - 
with the great Seal and signed by the Governor, snd 
be attested by the Secretary of State. 

‘See. 32, Phere shall be a Seal of this State, which- 
shall be kept by thé Governor, and used by him offi- 
cially, and shall be called the great seal of the State 
of Mississippi. ae 

See. 13. All vacancies not provided for in this 
Constitution, shall be filled in such manner as the Le» 
gislature may preseribe. ee 

Sec. 14, Fhe Secretary of State shall be elected 
by the electors of the State, and shall continue in of- 
fice during the term of.two years. He shall keep a 
fair register of all the official acts and proceedings: of 
the Governor, and shall when required, lay the same- 
and all pxpers, minutes and vouches relative - thereto: 
before the Legislature, and shall perform such other- 
dutis as may be required of him by law. sf? 

Sec. 15. Every bill which shall have passed both 
Houses of the Legislature shall -bé presented to the > 
Governor, if he approve he:shall sigmit, bat if not, he 
shall return it, with his objections to the House in ° 
which it-shall have originated, which. shall-ebter the 
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objections at large“ upon theirt jouriials, and proceed 


to re-consider it, if after suclrconsideration two-thirds 


of the House shall agree to pass the bill, it shall be 
sent with the objections to the other House, by which 
it shalt likewise be re-considered, if approved by two 
thirds of that House ‘it shall become ‘a law: But in 
such case the votes’of both Houses shall be determin- 
ed by yeas and nays, and the names of the members — 
voting for and against the -bill,.shall be entered òn the’ 
journals of each House respectively: if any bill shall: 
not be returned by the Governor within six days (Sun 
days excepted) after it ‘shall becomé a law in like 
manner as if he had signed ity unless the Legislature 
by their adjournment parreni its return, in which case 
it shall not become a law.” ee 

Sec. 16, Every order, resdlution or vote, to which 
the concurrence of both ‘Houses may be necessary, 
except resolutions, for the ‘purpose of obtaining the 
joint action of both. Houses; andon questions- of ad- 
journment, shall be presented to the Governor, and 
before it shall-take effeet be approved by him, or be- 
ing disapproved, shall be tepassed by both Houses-ac-; 
cording tò the rules and limitations prescribed in the . 
case of a bil’ © “oso te 

Sec. 17 Whenever the ‘office of Governor shall 
become vacant by, death, resiguation, removal fron 
office or otherwise, the President of the Senate shall‘ 
exercise the office of Governor until another Govern 
or shall’ be ‘duly-qualified; and in casé of death, re- 
signation, removal ftom office ov other qualification of 
the President-of the Senate so exercising to-office of 
Governor, the Speaker of the House of Representa- 
tives shall exercise’ the office, until the President of 
the Senate shall have been choses, and when the of 
fice of Governor, Presidentof the Senate, and Speak 
er of the House shall become vacantin the reces of 
_ Senate, the person acting: as Secretary of State for’ 

the time being,’ shall by proclamation convene thé 
Sorate thata President may be chosen to éxercise the 
office of Governor, . fA eat ae? 

' Recs 18. Whenelther the President or Speaker of 
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the House of Representatives shall so exercise saif; 
office, he, shall receive the compensation of, Governor 
only, and his duties as President or Speaker shall be 
suspended, and the Senate or House of Representa. 
fives, as the case may be, shall fill the vacancy until 
his duties as Governor shall cease. 

Sec. - 19. A Sheriff and one or more “Coroners, a 
Treasurer, Surveyor and Ranger shall he elected: in. 
each county by. the qualified electors: thereof, whos ` 
shall hold their offices for two: years, unless sooner ro- 
moved; except that the Coroner shall hold his office 
until his successor hë duly qualified. dl 

Sec. W. A State Treasurer and Auditor of Pub- 
lic Accounts shall be elected by the qualified electors 
of the State, who shall hold their offiees for the term. 
of two years, unless sooner removed. 

S _ MILITIA, ase 

Sec. l. The Legislature shall provide by law, for 
organizing and dis:iplining. the Militia of this State, 
in such manner as they shall deem expedient, not in- 
compatible with. the’ constitution and laws of the Unie 
ted States;in relation thereto. , ’ 

Sec, 2. Commissioned officers ef the Militia (Steff 
officers and: the officers of volunteer companies ex- 
cepted) shall be elected by the persons Tiablete per- 
form military duty, and the qualified. electors within 
their respective commands, and shall be commissioned 
by the Governor. .: l E re 

Sec. 3, The Governor. shal! have power to call 
forth the Militia to execute the laws of the State, to 
suppress insurrections and repel invasion. : 

; . | IMPEACHMENTS. f f 

Sec, 1. The House af Representatives shall have 
the sole power of: impeaching. E 

Sec. 2e Ail-impeachments shal} be tried by the 
Senate: When sitting for that purpose the Senators- 
shall be on oath, or affirmation: No person shall be. 
convicted without the, concurrence of two-thirds of 
the members present. pa a 
Sac 3+ The Governor; and all..civil officers, shall 
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be Ttable to impeachment for any misdemeanor in of- 
fice; but judgment in such cases shall not extend farh, 
ther than to removal from office, and disqualification 
to hold. any office of honor, trust, or profit, under the 
State: but the party. convicted shall nevertheless, be 
Hable and subject to indictment, tfial, and punishment 
according to law, as in other cases: eo 
ARTICLE YI, p fest 
` GENERAL PROVISIONS. a ee 

Sec. 1, Members of the Legislature, and all ofii- 
cers, Executive and Judicink, before they enter upon 
the duties of their respective offices, shall take.the 
following oath or affirmation, to. wité WI solemnly, 
swear (or, affirm, as the case may, be} that 1 will sup- 
port the Constitution of the United States, and the 
Constitution of the State of Mississippi, 40 long as E 
continue a citizen thereof, and that I will. faithfally 
dischargé to the best of my abilities, the duties of the ~ 
office of atai according to Jaw, So help me\God.” 

Sec. $. The Legislature shall pass. such laws fo, 
prevent the evil practice of dueling as they may deém 
necessary, and may require all officers before they en 
ter on the duties of their respective offices, to take 
the following oath or aflitmation: “I do solemnly 
swear (or affirm, as the case may be) that I have not 
been‘engaged ina diel, or by fighting a duel since 
the first day of January, in the year of oul Lord one 
thousand anit hundred and-thirty-three, nor will Tbe 
so engaged during my continuance in office. So help 
me God.” ! ne cae. 

* Sec 3. Treason against the State shall coneist ons 

ly in levying war against it, or in adhering to its enea 

mies, giving them aid,-and comfort, No person shalt- 
be convicted of treason, unless on the testimony of 
two witnesses to the same overt act, or his own con: 
fession in open court. ! 

Sec. 4, Every person shall be disqualified from 
holding an office or place of honox or profit under the 
authority of this State, who shall be.convicted of hav 
ing given or offered any bribe, to procure his election, 
Laws shall: be made to exclude from office and {voit 
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suffrage those who shall thereafter be convicted of 
bribesy, perjury, forgery, or other high crimes or mis- 
demcanors.. The privilege of free suffrage shall be 
supported by laws regulating elections and prohibiting; 
under adequate penalties, all undue influence there- 
in, from power, bribery, tumuli, or other improper 
conduct. 

Sec. 5. No person who deries the being of a God, 
er a future state of rewards and punishments, shall 
hold any office in the civil department of this state. 

Sec. 6 No law of a geueral nature, unlees other- 
wise provided for, shall Fe enforced until sixty days 
after the passage thereof 

Sec. 7. No money shall be drawn from the Frens- 
ury but in consequence of an appropriation made by 
law; nor shall any appropriation of money for the sup- 
port of ùn army be made for a longer term than one 
yéars 
` Sec. 8 No money from the Treasury shall be ap- 
propriated to objects of Internal improvemcnt, unless 
a bill for that purpose be approved by two thirds of 
both branches of the Legislature; and a regular state- 
ment andaccount of the receipts nnd expenditures of 
public moneys shali be published annually: 

Sec. 9. No law shall ever be passed to raise a loan 
of money upon the credit of the State, or to pledge 
the faith of the State forthe payment or redemption” 
of any loan or debt, unless such law be proposed iti 
the Senate or House of Representatives, and be 
agreed to by a majority of the members of each House 
and entered on their journals with the yeas and naye 
taken thereon, and be referred to the next succeeding 
Legislature, and published for three months previous 
to the next regular election, in three newspapers of 
ibis State; and unless a majority of each branch of 
Legislature so elected, after such publication, shall 
agrees to pass such law; and in such case.the years 
and nays shall be taken, and enicred on the journals 
of each House: Provided, that nothing in this section 
shall be sọ construed as to prevent the Legislature 
_frem negotiating a further loan of one and a half mil- 
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lion of dollars,and vesting the same in-stock reserved. 
to the. State by the charter of the Planters* Bank of 
the State of Mississippi. i o : 
Sec. 10. The Legislature shall direct by law, in 
what manner and in what courts, suits may be 
byought against-the State. ` 7 m 
ec. LE, Absence on business of this State, or of 
the United States, or on a visit, or necessary private. 
` business, shall ‘not case a forfeiture of citizenship or 
residence once ebtained. ` Sed gues 
© Recs 12, It shall be the duty of the Legislature to 
regulate by law, the cases in which deduction shall 
be made from salaries of public officers{or neglect of 
duty in their official capacity, and the amounit of such 
deduction. ` eo oF 
Sec. 13. No member of congress, nor any person 
holding any office of profit or trust under the United 
States, (the office‘ of ‘Post Master excepted) or any 
other State of the Union, or ynder any foreign pow- 
er, shall sold or exercise any office of trust or profit 
under this State, © * sk 
' Sec. 14, Religion, morality, and knowledge, being 
necessary fo good government, the preservation of 
liberty, and the happiness of xiankind, schools, and 
the means ‘of education, shall forever be encouraged 
in this State. i -e | 
Sece 15, Diyorces from the bonds of matrimony 
shall not be grarited, but in cases provided for by law 
by suit in Chancery. i l Re 


See. 16. Returns of all ‘elections by the people 


shall be made to the Secretary ‘of State in such man- 
ner as may he prescribed by law. eer 

Sec.’ 17, No new county shall be establised by the 
Legislature, which shall reduce the county or counties. 


or either of them, from which it may be taken, to less : 


‘contents than five hundred and: séventy-six ‘square 
miles, ñor shall‘agy hew county be laid off of less 
contents, "| | : 

Sec, 18. The lévislature’ shall have power to ad- 
mit to-all the rights and p ivileges of free white eiti- 


zens of this State, all’ such persons ofthe Choctaw 
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and Chicasaw tribes of Indians as shall choose to rep 
main in this State upen such terms as the Legislature 
may from time to time deem propt 

SLAY ES. 


See. 1. The Legislature shall have no power to 
pass laws for the emancipation of slaves without the 
cousent of their owners, ur.les where the slave shall 
have rendered to the state some distinguished service, 
in which case the owner shall be paid a full equiva- 
lent for the slaves so emancipated. "They shall have 
no power to prevent emigrants to this state from 
bringing with them such persons as are deemed slaves 
by the laws of any one of the U. States so loni as any 
person of the same age or description shall be contin- 
ued in slavery by the Lews of this state. Provided, 
‘Phat such person or slave be the bona fide property 
of such emigrants: And provided, also, That laws 
may be passed to prohibit the introduction into this 
state, of slavés who may have committed high crimes 
in other states. They shall have power to pass laws 
to permit the owners of slaves to emancipate them, 
gaving the rights of creditors, and preventirg them 
from becoming a public charge. ‘They shal] have 
full power to oblige the owners of slaves to treat them 
with humanity, to provide far them necessary clothing 
‘and provisions, to abstain from all injuries to them ex- 
tending to life or limb, and in case of their neglect or 
refusal to comply with the directions of such laws, to 
have such slave or slaves sold for the benefit of the 
owner or owners. 

Sec. 2 The introduction of slaves into this state 
as merchandise or for sale, shall be prohibited from 
and after the first day of May, eighteen hundred and 
thirty-three: Provided, That the actual settler or set- 
tlers shall not be prohibited from purchasing slaves in 
any statein this Union, and bringing them in'o this 
state for their own individual use, until the year eigh- 
teen hundred and forty five. l 

Sec. 3 In the persecution of slaves for crimes of 
which the punishment isnot capital, no inquest by g 


STATE OF MISSISSIPPI. ° a 


"grand jury shall be necessary: but the proceedings in 


. » auch cases shall he regulated by law. 


MODE OF REVISING THE CONSTITUTION. - 
Whenever two-thirds of each branch of the Legis- 
lature shall deem any change, alteration or amend- 
ment necessary to this Constitution, such proposed 
change, alteration or amendment shall be read and 
passed by‘a majority’ of two-thirds of each House res 
.pectively on each day, for three several days: public 
notice thereof shall be given by the Secretary of State 
at least six months preceding the next generakelection, - 
at which the qualified electors shall vote-directly for 
or, against such change alteration or amendment; and 
if it shall appear that a majority of the qualified 
' electors voting for members of the Legislature, shall . 
have voted for. the proposed change, alteration or 
amendment, then ‘it shall be inserted by the next suc- 
seceding Legislature, as a part of this Constitution, 
aud not otherwise. aie, | 
SCHEDULE. | 

Sec. T. AN rights. vested and all liabilities incur- 
red shall rémain the’ same as if this constitution had 
not been adopted. ! my 

Sec. 2. All suits at law, or equity, now pending, 
in the several courts of this state, may be transferred 
to such courts as may have proper jurisdiction thereof: 

See. 3. The Governor, and: all officers, civil and 
military, now holding commissions under the author- 
ity of this state, shall continue to hold and exercise. 
their respective offices until they shall be superseded: 
pursuant to the provisions of this constitution, and uns. 
til their successors be duly qualified. : 

Sec. 4, All kawy now in force in this state, not re- 
pugnant to this Constitution, shalt continue to operate 
until they shall expire by their own limitation, or be 
altered or repealed by the Legislature, a 

Sec. 5. Immediately upon the adoption of this con- 
stitution, the President of this Convention shall issue 
writs of election directed to the Sheriffs of the seve- 
ral counties, requiring. them to call an election to be 
"held on the first Monday and day following in Deceme 
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ber next, for- members of the Legislature, at. the res- 


pective places of holding elections in said counties, 


. peribed hy the existing election laws of. this State: 


A 


andthe members of the I egiskiture thus elected, shall 
_contirne in office until the next general election, ard 


- shall convene at the seal, of governnient'on the first 
~ Morday,in Jarusry, eighteen hundred and thirty. 


threes and shall at their first session order an cleetion 


. to be held in every county-of this State, on the first 


Monday in May and day owing, eighteen hundred 


- and thirty-three; for all state ‘and county officers uns 
- der this Constitution (members of the Legislature ‘ex 
-eepicd,) ard the officers then eleeted shall continue in 


at the time tast aforesaid, | S 
enumeration shall be made, © 


office ull the svicceeding general election and alter, 


hy the same manner av if the election had taken place 


See. 6 Until the first 


i as directed by this Constitution, the apportionment of 


, sent fixed by 


. Serators and Representatives among the- several diss 
- triets ard teoriies in this state, shall remain as at pres 
awe -o PRETILAUS R, PRA "T 


| President of the Convention, and 
‘|. Reprecentatize.fiom the. County of Hancodky 
‘Joan H- Masnony, Seere .) 
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Which elections shall be cozducted in the marner pree | 
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